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Introduction 

This course planning guide is intended to provide you with the information 

necessary for your enrollment for the 9th grade school year as well as subsequent 

high school years.  The course listings will tell you what choices are available to 

you.  The course description is intended to give you a brief overview of the content of 

each course.  Hopefully, this information along with the explanation of graduation 

requirements will assist you in selecting an appropriate program of study.  The 

guide is also posted on the school website, www.nrcps.org. 

 

The course program you decide to take while in high school will have a profound 

effect upon your future.  The choices you make during this time should reflect 

serious planning, taking into account both your educational and your vocational 

intentions. 

 

Please feel free to consult your guidance counselor, teachers or the administration 

regarding any questions or courses.  You will fill out your course request form under 

the guidance of the counselor and the administration.  Please keep this planning 

guide for your future reference. 

 

Blake Moody, Superintendent  

Chad Brooking, High School Principal 

Ashley Moody, High School Counselor 

Jennifer Barnett, High School Counselor 

Justin MacDonald, Middle School Principal 

Amber Rosser, Middle School Counselor 
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Frequently Asked Questions 
 
1. What is the difference between the Core Curriculum and the College Prep/Work Ready 

Curriculum?  

Choosing the courses a student takes in high school is an important decision for you and your child. 

A college preparatory curriculum is challenging and may help determine a student’s future success 

in higher education and the world of work. Students who take a college preparatory curriculum 

designed to prepare them for both college and career have more opportunities.  Successful completion 

of either curriculum will result in a student receiving a standard diploma.  Refer to pages 4-7 of this 

course guide for more details regarding specific requirements of each curriculum program. 

2. Should I take a foreign language in high school? 

The College Prep Curriculum requires two units of the same foreign language or two units of 

Computer Technology.  If you are planning to play NCAA Athletics, you should take two years of the 

same foreign language. 

3. Do I need to be computer literate for college? 

YES - All degree programs in Oklahoma now require students to demonstrate computer literacy. You 

can do this by showing a computer applications/programming (not keyboarding) class on your high 

school transcript, OR taking a computer proficiency test while in college, OR by taking a computer 

class in college. We recommend taking a computer applications or programming class in high school 

to avoid paying for the class in college. 

 

4.  Do my math credits have to include Algebra I, Geometry, and Algebra II? 

 

Colleges require Algebra I, Geometry and Algebra II.  So, students enrolled in the College Prep/Work 

Ready Curriculum will take these math classes.  Students enrolled in the Core Curriculum must 

take Algebra I and two math classes higher (which could include Geometry, Algebra II, Math of 

Money, or Intermediate Algebra).  We highly recommend a math class higher than Algebra II 

(Trigonometry/Pre-Calculus or College Algebra) for students who plan to attend college.  All students 

at North Rock Creek High School must be enrolled in a math class every year. 

 

5.  Which science courses are lab classes? 

 

All science classes at the high school are considered lab science. 
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6.  When should I take the ACT? 

 

It is recommended that students start taking the ACT their junior year, but it can be taken in any 

grades 9-12 up to a total of 12 times. It is suggested that Algebra II be completed before taking the 

ACT.  Students at North Rock Creek will have the opportunity to take ACT prep classes each year in 

grades 6-12. 

 

7.  What is the difference between the ACT and the SAT?  

 

Both are college entrance exams and both can be used at any college. Colleges in the state of 

Oklahoma prefer the ACT.  Typically, colleges on the east and west coasts prefer the SAT.  Check 

with the colleges that you are interested in to see which test to take. 

8.  If I didn’t do well in a math class and received a “D”, can I still repeat the same class 

for credit? 

Any class may be repeated, and you can receive elective credit for retaking it.  In fact, it is 

recommended to better prepare you for success in the next math class. However, both grades will 

appear on the transcript. 

9.  Does a parent have to be present in order for a student to enroll? 

YES - All students need a parent or guardian present when enrolling. A parent/guardian may enroll 

the student if the student is not available. 

10.  Can I take two English classes during the same year? 

NO - Students must take the grade level English for the appropriate grade.  Occasionally a student 

may take two English classes in order to make up credits. 

11.  Can I work ahead and graduate early? 

NO - Students are not allowed to work ahead to graduate early.  Seniors are encouraged to consider 

concurrent enrollment (college classes while in high school). 

12.  How do I know what class (Senior, Junior, Sophomore, or Freshman) I’m in? 

Grade classification is determined by the number of credits a student has at the beginning of the 

school year and will not change until the next school year. This means that a student will not change 

“classification” after a grading period no matter how many credits he/she has. The following 

minimum criteria will be used in determining a student’s class at the beginning of the school year: 

Senior-20 units, Junior-12 units, and Sophomore-4 units. 

13.  What are the state testing requirements for high school students? 

As of the 2017-2018 school year, students enrolled in 11th grade will be given the Oklahoma College 

and Career Ready Assessment (CCRA), which consists of two parts.  For part 1, each district will 

choose to administer either the ACT or SAT, including the writing section.  Part 2 is Science Content 

Assessment which is aligned to the Oklahoma Academic Standards for Science.  Testing 

requirements are determined by the State Department of Education. 
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14.  What is Concurrent Enrollment? 

Concurrent enrollment can give seniors an opportunity to earn college credits while in high school. 

Students must take the ACT test prior to their senior year to be considered for concurrent 

enrollment. Interested students should speak to their counselor for more information. 

15.  What are the requirements to qualify for Oklahoma’s Promise (OHLAP)? 

Oklahoma student residents in the 8th, 9th, or 10th grade whose parents earn $55,000 or less per 

year may apply for free college tuition through Oklahoma’s Promise. Refer to page 13 of this course 

guide for details on curriculum requirements for Oklahoma’s Promise.  Get more information, or 

apply online at www.okpromise.org. Call 1.800.858.1840 for questions. 
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NORTH ROCK CREEK CURRICULUM 
CORE CURRICULUM DIPLOMA - COLLEGE PREP/WORK READY DIPLOMA - HONORS DIPLOMA 

In an effort to encourage all students to plan their class loads so that they can achieve the best 

education possible, the administration and faculty of North Rock Creek have established three (3) 

diploma programs.  Participation in any of the three programs is voluntary.  Completing the 

requirements in the chosen program will earn the graduate a CORE CURRICULUM, COLLEGE 

PREP/WORK READY, or HONORS diploma. 

*Oklahoma seniors must complete all “14 Areas of Instruction in Personal Financial Literacy” (HB 

1476) at a “satisfactory level” to earn their Passport to Financial Literacy and graduate. 

 

CORE CURRICULUM DIPLOMA 

The Core Curriculum Diploma is for those students whose parent opts them out of the College 

Preparatory/Work Ready Curriculum.  Under North Rock Creek High School and State of Oklahoma 

guidelines, all graduating seniors will be required to earn twenty-eight (28) units.  This diploma will 

be issued to students who have earned at least the following: 

Language Arts 4 units (1 per academic year) 

English I 

English II 

English III 

English IV 

 

Mathematics 4 units (1 per academic year) 

Intro to Algebra (only counts as an elective) 

Algebra 1 *(state requirement) 

Geometry 

Intermediate Algebra 

Algebra 2 

Math of Money with Algebra 

Trigonometry/Pre Calculus 

AP Calculus 

 

Science 3 units (1 unit of Physical Science, 1 unit of Biology, and 1 additional  

science unit) 

Physical Science 

Biology * (state requirement) 

Botany 

Chemistry 

Zoology 

Anatomy 

Animal Science 

Horticulture 

 

Social Studies 4 units (1 unit per academic year) 

Oklahoma History-½ unit (Fr) 

Human Geography-½ unit (Fr) 

World History-1 unit (So) 
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US History-1 unit (Jr) 

US Government-½ unit (Sr) 

Economics-½ unit (Sr) 

 

The Arts 1 unit  

Art 1-4, Drama 1-4, Instrumental Music 1-4, Music Appreciation, Musical 

Theater 1-4, Competitive Speech and Debate 1-4, Graphic Design Basics 

 

Computer  1 unit  

Technology Computer Applications 1 

Computer Applications 2 

Digital Media Production 

Desktop Publishing  

Graphic Design 

 

Electives 11 units 

The remaining units are selected based on student need and interest 

 

TOTAL 28 units 

 

 

COLLEGE PREP/WORK READY DIPLOMA 

Under North Rock Creek High School and State of Oklahoma guidelines, all graduating seniors will 

be required to earn twenty-eight (28) units.  This course of study is designed to prepare students for 

postsecondary education and/or a career in the workplace.  This diploma will be issued to students 

who have earned at least the following: 

 

Language Arts 4 units (1 per academic year) 

English I or Pre-AP English I 

English II or Pre-AP English II 

English III or AP English III 

English IV or AP English IV or College English Composition I and II 

 

Mathematics 4 units (1 per academic year)  
Intro to Algebra (only counts as an elective) 

Algebra 1 *(state requirement) 

Geometry 

Algebra 2 

*Math of Money with Algebra 

(Does not count for Oklahoma Promise) 

Trigonometry/Pre Calculus 

AP Calculus 

College Math 

 

Science 3 units (1 unit of Physical Science, 1 unit of Biology, and 1  

additional science unit) 

Physical Science 

Biology * (state requirement) 

Botany 
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Chemistry 

Zoology 

Anatomy 

College Science 

 

Social Studies 4 units (1 per academic year) 

Oklahoma History-½ unit (Fr) or Pre-AP Oklahoma History 

Human Geography-½ unit (Fr) or Pre-AP Geography 

World History-1 unit (So) or Pre-AP World History 

US History-1 unit (Jr) or AP US History 

US Government-½ unit (Sr) or AP US Government or College Government 

Economics-½ unit (Sr) or AP Economics 

 

The Arts 1 unit 

Art 1-4, Drama 1-4, Instrumental Music 1-4, Musical Theater 1-4, Music 

Appreciation, Competitive Speech and Debate 1-4, Graphic Design Basics 

 

Foreign Language/ 

Comp. Technology 2 units of same subject 

Spanish 1 

Spanish 2 

Computer Applications 1 

Computer Applications 2 

             Digital Media Production 

             Desktop Publishing 

Graphic Design 

 

Electives 10 units 

The remaining units are selected based on student need and interest. 

 

TOTAL 28 units 

 

 

HONORS DIPLOMA 

When a student and his/her parents feel that a student is capable of meeting more than the standard 

graduating requirements – that he/she can excel and should therefore be challenged – he/she can 

voluntarily enter the HONORS PROGRAM.  After the student has finished the requirements for the 

HONORS program, he/she will receive recognition on his/her diploma.  His/her transcript will also 

reflect that he/she has completed an advanced study course curriculum.  To receive a North Rock 

Creek Honors Diploma, a student must meet the following Honors Diploma curriculum 

requirements, maintain a 3.25 GPA on a 4.0 scale, have no grades lower than C, and take a 

minimum of 3 Pre-AP, AP, and/or concurrent enrollment classes.  This diploma will be issued to 

students who have earned at least the following: 

Language Arts 4 units (1 per academic year) 

English I or Pre-AP English I 

English II or Pre-AP English II 

English III or AP English III 
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English IV or AP English IV or College English Composition I and II 

 

Mathematics    4 units (1 per academic year) 

Algebra 1 *(state requirement) 

Geometry 

Algebra 2 

Trigonometry/Pre Calculus 

AP Calculus 

College Math 

 

Laboratory Science  4 units (1 unit of Physical Science, 1 unit of Biology, and 2 additional  

science units) 

  Physical Science 

Biology *(state requirement) 

Chemistry  

Botany 

Anatomy/Physiology 

Zoology 

AP Physics - (GCTC) 

College Science 

 

Social Studies  4 units (1 per academic year) 

Oklahoma History-½ unit (Fr) or Pre-AP Oklahoma History 

Human Geography-½ unit (Fr) or Pre-AP Geography 

World History-1 unit (So) or Pre-AP World History 

US History-1 unit (Jr) or AP US History 

US Government-½ unit (Sr) or AP US Government or College Government 

Economics-½ unit (Sr) or AP Economics 

 

The Arts  1  unit 

Art 1-4, Drama 1-4, Instrumental Music 1-4, Music Appreciation, 

Competitive Speech and Debate 1-4, Graphic Design Basics 

 

Foreign Language 2 units of same subject 

Comp. Technology Spanish 1 

Spanish 2 

Computer Applications 1 & 2 

             Digital Media Production 

Desktop Publishing 

Graphic Design 

 

Electives 9 units 

The remaining units are selected based on student need and interest 

 

Total 28 units 
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Course Descriptions 
 

English Language Arts 
 
English Language Arts 1: 
2 SEMESTERS - REQUIRED - GRADE 9 
Course credit - .5 per semester 
PREREQUISITE – NONE 
English I students will write a variety of argumentative and informative essays and other writing 
projects, as well as continue to deepen comprehension and analysis skills of fiction and 
nonfiction texts. Students will further develop critical reading and writing skills, including more 
critical analysis. Students will gain exposure to a variety of texts including, but not limited to, 
Martin Luther King’s various speeches as well as the speeches of several other prominent 
figures, To Kill A Mockingbird, and Romeo and Juliet. The class will meet OAS standards and 
will continue to prepare students for the ACT. 
 
Pre-Advanced Placement English Language Arts 1: 
2 SEMESTERS - SUBSTITUTES REQUIRED ENGLISH - 9th GRADE 
Course credit - .5 per semester 
PREREQUISITE – NONE* 
*Geared toward college bound students who made a high score on their 8th grade reading test 
and would like to dig deeper into literature and composition. Taking this class does not require a 
student to continue on the AP course, but is of course recommended. 
 
Pre-AP English I will have a more rigorous experience than English I. Students will start to 
prepare for the AP Literature and AP Language courses their 11th and 12th grade years. This 
class complies with OAS standards and preparation for the ACT, while allowing students to be 
more critical readers and writers. The curriculum will follow the basic model of regular English I, 
but with more outside reading and writing, extra assigned reading and writing, and an overall 
busier in and out of class schedule. Students will gain exposure to a variety of genres and texts 
including, but not limited to, Martin Luther King’s various speeches as well as the speeches of 
several other prominent figures, To Kill A Mockingbird, and Romeo and Juliet.  
 
English Language Arts 2: 
2 SEMESTERS - REQUIRED - GRADE 10 
Course credit - .5 per semester 
PREREQUISITE – ELA I 
English II students will write a variety of argumentative and informative essays and other writing 
projects, as well as continue to deepen comprehension and analysis skills of fiction and 
nonfiction texts. Students will further develop critical reading and writing skills, including more 
critical analysis. Students will work on short term and long term research projects, both assigned 
and of their own choosing. Students will gain exposure to a variety of texts including, but not 
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limited to, Julius Caesar, Lord of the Flies, and other relevant world and American literature. The 
class will meet OAS standards and will continue to prepare students for the ACT.  
 
Pre-Advanced Placement English Language Arts 2: 
2 SEMESTERS - SUBSTITUTES REQUIRED ENGLISH - GRADE 10 
Course credit - .5 per semester 
PREREQUISITE – NONE* Pre-Advanced Placement English Language Arts 1 recommended, 
Summer reading project (allowances made for late enrollment) 
*Geared toward college bound students who made a high score on their 8th grade reading test 
and would like to dig deeper into literature and composition. Taking this class does not require a 
student to continue on the AP course, but is of course recommended. 
 
Pre-AP English II will have a more rigorous experience than English II. Students will start to 
prepare for the AP Literature and AP Language courses their 11th and 12th grade years. This 
class complies with OAS standards and preparation for the ACT, while allowing students to be 
more critical readers and writers. The curriculum will follow the basic model of regular English II, 
but with more outside reading and writing, extra assigned reading and writing, and an overall 
busier in and out of class schedule. Students will gain exposure to a variety of genres and texts 
including, but not limited to Julius Caesar, Lord of the Flies, and other relevant world and 
American literature. 
 

Mathematics 
 
Intro to Algebra: 
2 SEMESTERS – GRADE 9/10 
Course credit - .5 per semester 
PREREQUISITE – RECOMMENDATION FROM 8th GRADE TEACHER AND/OR 8th GRADE 
CRT SCORES 
In Intro to Algebra students will focus primarily on Algebraic Reasoning, centered around linear 
functions and rate of change as modeled in real world and mathematical situations, which 
prepares students for Algebra I. Emphasis should be focused on justifying steps used in solving 
equations and inequalities, implementing a variety of methods to represent their solutions within 
context, and checking work using substitution, graphing and estimation. Students should be 
developing skills to fluently calculate and apply to one and two variable equations, including the 
geometric formulas used in Surface Area, Volume, and Pythagorean Theorem. 
 
Algebra 1: 
2 SEMESTERS – REQUIRED CLASS - GRADE 8/9/10 
Course credit - .5 per semester 
PREREQUISITE – SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF PRE-ALGEBRA 
Algebra 1 will develop an understanding of verbal and algebraic models and apply those to real 
life applications. Students will learn to solve linear equations and inequalities and be able to 
match the equations or inequality to its graph (and vice versa). Students will learn the properties 
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of exponents, polynomials, factoring, functions, and how these relate to the real world.  The 
class will also make algebra more meaningful to the student by showing how algebra relates to 
other subjects. Class will meet all OAS standards. 
 
Geometry: 
2 SEMESTERS – REQUIRED CLASS – GRADE 9/10 
Course credit - .5 per semester 
PREREQUISITE- ALGEBRA 1  
Geometry will teach students to analyze characteristics and properties of two and three 
dimensional geometric shapes. Students will learn how to describe spatial relationships using 
coordinate geometry. Students will also apply transformations and use symmetry to analyze 
mathematical situations. The use of visualization, spatial reasoning, and geometric modeling to 
solve problems will be a dominant theme of the course. Throughout the Geometry course, 
students will develop mathematical arguments about geometric relationships.  Class will meet all 
OAS standards. 
 
Algebra 2: 
2 SEMESTERS – REQUIRED CLASS (FOR COLLEGE PREP DIPLOMA) - GRADE 10 
Course credit - .5 per semester 
PREREQUISITE – ALGEBRA 1 and GEOMETRY 
The mathematics learning experience in Algebra 2 builds on the students’ prior experiences of 
functions in Algebra 1.  Students in this course will develop a sophisticated mathematical 
understanding of the world around them as they interpret real-world phenomena through 
functions.  They will persevere through problem-solving processes and communicate their 
procedures and results mathematically.  Students will achieve procedural fluency resulting from 
conceptual understanding of the four major strands: Numbers & Operations, including complex 
numbers; Algebraic Reasoning & Algebra, solving nonlinear equations and using them to solve 
real-world problems; Functions, performing operations with functions, inverse functions, and 
interpreting characteristics of functions and their graphs; and Data & Probability.  Algebra 2 is a 
springboard to upper level math courses and career paths.  Class will meet all OAS standards. 
 

Science 
 
Physical Science: 
2 SEMESTERS – REQUIRED – GRADE 9 
Course credit - .5 per semester 
PREREQUISITE – NONE 
This course introduces the general principles of physics and chemistry.  Topics include: 
measurement, motion, Newton’s laws of motion, momentum, energy, work, power, heat, 
thermodynamics, waves, sound light, electricity, magnetism, and chemical principles.  Upon 
completion, students should be able to demonstrate an understanding of the physical 
environment and be able to apply the scientific principles to observations experienced. Students 
will be encouraged to explore the relationship between science and everyday life. 
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Pre-Advanced Placement Physical Science: 
2 SEMESTERS – SUBSTITUTE FOR REQUIRED PHYSICAL SCIENCE – GRADE 9 
Course credit - .5 per semester 
PREREQUISITE – ALGEBRA 1, CURRENTLY ENROLLED IN GEOMETRY  
This course introduces the general principles of physics and chemistry.  Topics include: 
measurement, motion, Newton’s laws of motion, momentum, energy, work, power, heat, 
thermodynamics, waves, sound light, electricity, magnetism, and chemical principles.  Upon 
completion, students should be able to demonstrate an understanding of the physical 
environment and be able to apply the scientific principles to observations experienced. Students 
will be encouraged to explore the relationship between science and everyday life. 
 
Students study and apply the basic concepts of both chemistry and physics. Projects and 
laboratory work are incorporated to reinforce learning. Success in this course requires a great 
deal of self-discipline to complete assignments outside of class.  
 
Biology 1: 
2 SEMESTERS – REQUIRED – GRADE 10 
Course credit - .5 per semester 
PREREQUISITE – Physical Science 
Biology is the study of life.  Objectives include an introduction to the scientific method, botany, 
zoology, ecology, taxonomy, genetics, cytology, and anatomy. A lab component will be an 
integral part of the class. 
 
Pre-Advanced Placement Biology: 
2 SEMESTERS – SUBSTITUTE FOR REQUIRED BIOLOGY 1 – GRADE 10 
Course credit - .5 per semester 
PREREQUISITE – Physical Science 
Pre-Advanced Biology examines topics more in depth and includes more advanced resource 
materials and laboratory investigations play a more prominent role in the Pre-AP course. 
Biology is the study of life. Objectives include and introduction to the scientific method, botany, 
zoology, ecology, taxonomy, genetics, cytology, and anatomy. 
 
 

Social Studies 
 
Oklahoma History:  
1 SEMESTER - REQUIRED CLASS - GRADE 9 
Course credit - .5 per semester 
PREREQUISITE - NONE  
Oklahoma History will examine the geographical, social, political, and historical foundations of 
Oklahoma’s development. Special emphasis is given to the Native American foundation of the 
state as well as the evolution from Indian Territory to statehood. Students will trace the 
development of Oklahoma in the 20th century through economic and political events that have 
defined and modernized our state. In addition to the curriculum, students can also expect a 
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hands-on learning experience in this class. They will complete various projects and 
presentations designed to deepen their historic knowledge and improve their research abilities.  
 
Human Geography: 
1 SEMESTER - REQUIRED - GRADE 9 
Course credit - .5 per semester 
PREREQUISITE - NONE  
Human Geography will examine the relationship between the physical environment and the 
human cultural development of earth’s nine geographical regions. This class also emphasizes 
both demographic and cultural aspects, as well as the world distribution of people and 
resources. Students will be able to identify the regional aspects of politics, history, economics 
and society. They can also expect a hands-on learning experience with the interpretation of 
maps, charts, and graphs. Students are encouraged to think critically to deepen their knowledge 
of human geography and improve their research abilities.  
 
Pre-Advanced Placement Oklahoma History: 
1 SEMESTER - SUBSTITUTE FOR REQUIRED OK HISTORY - GRADE 9 
Course credit - .5 per semester 
PREREQUISITE - NONE  
Pre-A.P. Oklahoma History will expect a more rigorous course timeline than Oklahoma History. 
Students will examine the people and events that have formed and transformed the landscape 
and cultures of what has become Oklahoma. Students will examine important political and 
ideological movements, as well as economic, cultural, and political accomplishments of state, 
national, and world significance. By choosing the Pre-A.P. option, students are expected to 
complete additional readings, writing assignments, project-based learning activities, and various 
other requirements that will take additional time and effort to complete. They will not only learn 
about Oklahoma’s rich history, progression, and significance in today’s world, but the 
significance of each topic covered. This class will prepare students not only for a future of 
advanced history courses their 10th, 11th, and 12th grade years, but for college as well. 
 
 Pre-Advanced Placement Human Geography: 
1 SEMESTER - SUBSTITUTES REQUIRED HUMAN GEOGRAPHY - GRADE 9 
Course credit - .5 per semester 
PREREQUISITE - NONE  
*This course is taken in conjunction with Pre-AP Oklahoma History.  
Pre-A.P. Human Geography will expect a more rigorous course timeline than Human 
Geography. They will use the skills and tools of geography to examine the world and its 
inhabitants from a spatial perspective, solve problems of geographic dimensions, and make 
informed decisions based upon solid research. Students will also be able to thoroughly identify 
the regional and national aspects of politics, history, economics, and society. By choosing the 
Pre-A.P. option, students are expected to complete additional readings, writing assignments, 
project-based learning activities, and various other requirements that will take additional time 
and effort to complete. They will not only learn about human migration and development, along 

21 



with physical dimensions, but the significance of each topic covered. This class will prepare 
students for a future of advanced history courses their 10th, 11th, and 12th grade years. 
 
World History 
2 SEMESTERS - REQUIRED - GRADE 10 
Course credit - .5 per semester 
PREREQUISITE - NONE 
This course examines the broad world picture of the growth and development of civilization from 
its beginning to the present. More specifically, students will examine the enduring philosophical 
and religious contributions from the ancient and classical eras to the modern world. Students 
will also examine the impact of the European Renaissance and Reformation, various 
revolutionary movements, the Industrial Revolution, and the world that the World Wars helped 
create, the transformation of societies in the Post-World War Two Era, and recent contemporary 
events and issues.  
 
Pre-Advanced World History 
2 SEMESTERS - SUBSTITUTES REQUIRED WORLD HISTORY - GRADE 10 
Course credit - .5 per semester 
PREREQUISITE - NONE 
This course examines the broad world picture of the growth and development of civilization from 
its beginning to the present. Students will study the material listed in the World History section 
above but can expect a more rigorous course timeline. Students will examine important political 
and ideological movements, as well as economic, cultural, and political accomplishments of 
world significance. By choosing the Pre-A.P. option, students are expected to complete 
additional readings, writing assignments, project-based learning activities, and various other 
requirements that will take additional time and effort to complete. They can also expect to 
analyze the history, progression and true significance of topics covered on a global scale. 
*This class will prepare students for Advanced Placement United States History their 11th grade 
year.  
 

Computer Technology 
 
Fundamentals of Technology: 
2 SEMESTERS - ELECTIVE CLASS - GRADE 9/10 
Course credit - .5 per semester 
PREREQUISITE – NONE 
This course will provide students with the fundamental concepts, principles, and ideas needed 
to understand how business is operated and managed in a rapidly changing global environment, 
which is needed for success in business-related careers. This course also provides job 
readiness skills and soft skills that are critical for success in any workplace setting. 
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Desktop Publishing and Graphic Design: 
2 SEMESTERS - ELECTIVE CLASS - GRADE 10 
Course credit - .5 per semester 
PREREQUISITE – Fundamentals of Technology 
Students will acquire skills related to communicating through visual design with the primary 
emphasis of this course being desktop publishing and working with graphics.  
 
Multimedia & Image Management Techniques: 
2 SEMESTERS - ELECTIVE CLASS - GRADE 11 
Course credit - .5 per semester 
PREREQUISITE – Fundamentals of Technology and Desktop Publishing and Graphic Design 
Students will acquire fundamental skills in image creation and management procedures and 
techniques as they create, revise, optimize, and export graphics for video, print, and web 
publishing. 
 

 
 

Foreign Language 
 

Spanish 1: 
2 SEMESTERS - ELECTIVE CLASS - GRADE 9/10 
Course credit - .5 per semester 
PREREQUISITE – NONE 
An introductory Spanish language and culture course, in which students will develop an 
understanding of foundational vocabulary and grammatical structures in the present tense. 
Students will develop listening and speaking skills to carry on simple conversations.  They will 
be able to read Spanish text and express themselves in writing.  Students will also gain an 
awareness of Hispanic civilization and culture. 
 
Spanish 2: 
2 SEMESTERS - ELECTIVE CLASS - GRADE 10 
Course credit - .5 per semester 
PREREQUISITE – Spanish 1 
An introductory Spanish language and culture course, in which students continue to build 
foundational vocabulary.  They will review grammatical structures in present tense and learn 
irregular present tense, past tense, reflexive verbs, and commands.  They will continue to 
develop listening and speaking skills to be able to hold simple conversations.  They will be able 
to read Spanish text and express themselves in writing.  Students will gain an awareness and 
understanding of Hispanic civilization and culture. 
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Visual Arts 
 

Art 1: 
2 SEMESTERS - ELECTIVE CLASS - GRADE 9/10 
Course credit - .5 per semester 
PREREQUISITE – NONE 
Art 1 is an introductory course for freshmen. Four disciplines of art history, production, 
aesthetics and criticisms will be explored through a variety of media and techniques. 
 
Art 2: 
2 SEMESTERS - ELECTIVE CLASS - GRADE 10 
Course credit - .5 per semester 
PREREQUISITE – Art 1 
This course is designed to build on the knowledge and skills gained in Art 1. We will delve 
further into art history and aesthetic criticism while developing a personal aesthetic through 
artistic choice and responsibility. Projects will focus on craftsmanship and aesthetic choice 
through the exploration of media and techniques. 
 

Physical Education Electives 
 

Health & Wellness: 
2 SEMESTERS – ELECTIVE CLASS – GRADE 9/10 
Course credit - .5 per semester 
PREREQUISITE – NONE 

Health is designed to help students make informed decisions for optimum health ensuring that 
students gain knowledge, awareness, and skills essential for healthy lifestyles.  This course will 
give students the knowledge and skills necessary to assist them as they transition into a healthy 
adult life.  Students will gather information that will provide a framework for organizing health 
knowledge and skill allowing them to comprehend concepts related to mental health, physical 
health,  disease prevention, factors influencing health behaviors, ability to access information on 
health products, services, interpersonal communication skills, decision making skills, goal 
setting skills, enhancing behaviors, health risk avoidance, and an ability to advocate for 
personal, family, and community health. 
 

Family and Consumer Science 
 

Family and Consumer Science: 
2 SEMESTERS – ELECTIVE CLASS – GRADE 9/10 
Course credit - .5 per semester 
PREREQUISITE – NONE 
FACS Basics is designed to provide students with basic information and skills needed to function 
effectively within the family and within a changing complex society.  Students develop 
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competencies in the areas of nutrition and wellness, food science, meal planning and 
preparation, health and safety procedures, early childhood, textiles, interpersonal relationships, 
wardrobe planning and selection, garment care and construction, consumer education, and 
career skills and exploration.  The student will gain basic life skills that promote a positive 
influence upon the quality of their life.  Leadership opportunities are offered through the 
student organization: Family, Career and Community Leaders of America (FCCLA). 

Intro to Hospitality and Tourism: 
2 SEMESTERS – ELECTIVE CLASS – GRADE 10 
Course credit - .5 per semester 
PREREQUISITE – None 
This introductory course provides an overview of the hospitality and tourism industry, its growth 
and development, industry segments and their distinguishing characteristics. Students are 
introduced to career opportunities and the employability skills needed to succeed in specific 
hospitality fields. The hospitality industry offers careers in five areas: foodservice, lodging, 
travel, tourism, and recreation.  Students will learn knowledge and skills for management, 
marketing, food services and preparation, travel services, and recreation events. 

 
Agriculture 

 
Agricultural Education: 
2 SEMESTERS - ELECTIVE CLASS - GRADE 9/10 
Course credit - .5 per semester 
PREREQUISITE – NONE 
Agricultural Education I is an introductory class that examines animal and plant science, 
agricultural practices, food science, agriculture safety, biotechnology, leadership development 
through FFA history and activities, agriculture career opportunities, and supervised agricultural 
experience. Laboratory investigations will be an integral part of the curriculum.  
 

Musical Arts 
 

Concert Band: 
2 SEMESTERS - ELECTIVE CLASS - GRADE 9/10 
Course credit - .5 per semester 
PREREQUISITE – Must have been enrolled in band the previous year or band director 
approval. 
The North Rock Creek High School Band performs for many school activities, civic sponsored 
events, and state/national competitions. Marching band, pep band, and other small ensembles 
are outward enhancements of the concert band. Students build mature musical and technical 
skills. 
 
Jazz Band: 
2 SEMESTERS - ELECTIVE CLASS - GRADE 9/10 
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Course credit - .5 per semester 
PREREQUISITE – Must currently be enrolled in band. Special permission may be given to a 
student that show adequate experience on guitar, bass guitar, and piano. 
The Jazz Ensemble studies the basic elements of jazz and the various styles of jazz through 
performance. Emphasis is given to community performances and state competitions. 
 
Music Theory: 
2 SEMESTERS - ELECTIVE CLASS - GRADE 9/10 
Course credit - .5 per semester 
PREREQUISITE – NONE 
This course will prepare students for an in depth study of music theory. It will include Aural skills, 
rhythm and melodic dictation, and basic music theory information. 
 

Fine Arts Electives 
 

Drama I: 
2 SEMESTERS - ELECTIVE CLASS - GRADE 9/10 
Course credit - .5 per semester 
PREREQUISITE – None 
Drama I is offered to learners who are new to high school theatre and who want to learn basic 
theatrical skills.  This is a course with an emphasis on acting and theatre heritage.  Drama I 
learners will study the cultural contribution of theater, its structure, the play, and its 
performances. 

 
General Electives 

 
Yearbook: 
2 SEMESTERS - ELECTIVE CLASS - GRADE 9/10 
Course credit - .5 per semester 
PREREQUISITE – Must be recommended by a classroom teacher. 
This course is designed to develop basic skills in design, photography, editing, journalism, 
managing and marketing. Students will work cooperatively to design page layouts, write copy, 
and take pictures to create the published yearbook for the school. Another aspect of yearbook is 
the marketing, selling, and distribution of books. 
*Students must be recommended by a teacher prior to enrolling in yearbook. 
 
Journalism: 
2 SEMESTERS - ELECTIVE CLASS - GRADE 9/10 
Course credit - .5 per semester 
PREREQUISITE – NONE 
Students will study the basic principles of print and online journalism as they examine the role of 
printed news media in our society. They will learn investigative skills, responsible reporting and 
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journalistic writing techniques as they read, respond to, and write their own news and feature 
articles. Students will conduct interviews, research, write, and design their own publications. 

 
Creative Writing: 
2 SEMESTERS - ELECTIVE CLASS - GRADE 9/10 
Course credit - .5 per semester 
PREREQUISITE – NONE 
Creative Writing will experiment with the four main types of literary genres: Fiction, Nonfiction, 
Drama, and Poetry.  Students will learn about character, dialogue, voice, writing style, and 
literary elements.  They will acquire skills through discussion, assigned writing assignments, 
constructive student and teacher evaluations. 

 
STEM: 
2 SEMESTERS - ELECTIVE CLASS - GRADE 9/10 
Course credit - .5 per semester 
PREREQUISITE – NONE 
The course will involve the participation in problem-based and project-based learning activities, 
mathematics and science inquiries learning tasks, and using technology to gain and display 
information. Students will use the engineering design process to accomplish tasks and design 
their own projects.  
 
 
HEALTH CAREERS: 
2 SEMESTERS – ELECTIVE CLASS – GRADE 9/10 
Course credit - .5 per semester 
PREREQUISITE – NONE 
This course provides students the opportunity to explore careers in health care.  Instruction 
includes history of health care, in-depth study and exposure to health careers, career planning, 
employability skills, terminology, ethics, wellness vs.  illness, and safety.  This course will also 
guide the students to Health Career Track classes that provide entrance level job skills and 
certification.  Integrated throughout the course are Career Technical Education standards, which 
include communication, ethics and interpersonal skills, critical thinking and problem solving, 
safety, technology, and other employment skills.  
 
ANCIENT AND MEDIEVAL HISTORY: 
2 SEMESTERS – ELECTIVE CLASS – GRADE 9/10 
Course credit - .5 per semester 
PREREQUISITE – NONE 
This course is a survey of eastern hemisphere history beginning with the Neolithic era and 
culminating with the beginning of the Renaissance in the 1500s. This may include but is not 
limited to: Ancient Egypt, Ancient Greece, Ancient Rome, the Viking Age, Medieval Europe, the 
Mongol Empire and Golden Horde, the early Ottoman Empire, etc. and the impact on the 
modern world of ancient and classical societies 
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